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occupation

Rudi Godden : Hannes Kolb
Ilse Werner : Nora Kramer
Gustav Waldau : Eduard von Klützner
Hedwig Bleibtreu : Sophie Klützner
Will Dohm : Postal worker Meier
Leonie Duval : Miss Green
Erik Ode : Traveler Dewitt
Erika Helmke : Ellen
Paul Westermeier : Father of the bride
Josefine Dora : Landlady Mischke
Gerhard Bienert : Head of Department
Eva Tinschmann : Director
Wilhelm Paul Krüger : Laughing Settler
Kurt Seifert : General Director of the Insurance

Life can be so beautiful

Life Can Be So Beautiful is a 1938 German film
directed by Rolf Hansen. It is based on the play
Ultimo by Jochen Huth , who also wrote the
screenplay. It was released in 1950 under the title
Eine Frau fürs Leben (A Woman for Life) .

Flashbacks tell the story of the young marriage of
insurance agent Hannes and his pregnant wife
Nora. The two live in a cramped furnished room,
the neighbors are scheming and the financial
situation is difficult. The extremely frugal Hannes
is not closing enough contracts and is missing his
quota as an insurance agent. Disappointed Nora
therefore tries to work from home and toils late
into the night, which puts a strain on their
relationship. When she gets a permanent position,
she is harassed by a superior. The exhausted and
unreasonably jealous Hannes turns further and
further away from her. After a fall down the stairs,
Nora suffers a premature birth, and Hannes and
Nora reconcile at her bedside.

Filming took place from August 11, 1938, to
October 1938 in Berlin and the surrounding area.
The film follows in the tradition of the dreary,
realistic milieu films of the Weimar Republic and
thus largely did not correspond to National
Socialist film policy . In order to pass the film
censorship board , it was shortened by about a
quarter of its original length. Among other things,
a sequence in a new Berlin housing development
where Hannes and Nora would like to rent a
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Bruno Decarli : Doctor
Marga Eckardt : Nurse Marie
Erich Dunskus : Man in the clinic
Heinrich Krill : Wedding guest
Ernst Legal : Furniture dealer

single-family home was removed. In an allusion to
the marriage loan introduced by the National
Socialist government , Hannes utters the line:
"Marriage loan – do you really think I want to start
our marriage with debts and repayments right
from the start!?" [ 1 ]

As late as the spring of 1938, the film's intended title was based on Huth's play Ultimo . When filming
began, it was changed to Ein Mensch wird geboren . At the end of September, it was called Glück auf
Raten ( Lucky in Installments ), and then Das Leben könnte so schön sein (Life Could Be So Beautiful
). Under the title Das Leben kann so schön sein (Life Can Be So Beautiful ), the film was shown for a
few days in Vienna after its approval on December 20, 1938. On January 5, 1939, Propaganda
Minister Joseph Goebbels issued a press release: "The Ufa film Das Leben kann so schön sein (Life
Can Be So Beautiful) has been banned. It contradicts the demographic principles of National
Socialism and, in some cases, directly opposes them..." [ 2 ]

After the war, the author and director attempted to restore the original version, but were only partially
successful. The fragment premiered in Hamburg on February 9, 1950, under the title "A Woman for
Life ." In the GDR, the film was released in 1962 as "Life Can Be So Beautiful ." It wasn't until 1990
that a restored copy was presented at the GDR State Film Archive , which had been expanded to
include several previously missing scenes. In it, the young couple can be seen both in a furniture store
and during a house viewing in the new housing development.

In Reclam's Lexikon des deutschen Films (1995) , Thomas Kramer praised the film's "subtle-realistic,
unembellished, but extremely sober depiction of everyday life and milieu," which exposed "the social
contradictions between state ideology and social reality." He stated that the two leading actors
delivered the best dramatic performances of their careers in their "extremely sensitive portrayal of the
spouses."

F.-B. Habel : Cut Films. Censorship in Cinema . Gustav Kiepenheuer Verlag, Leipzig 2003, ISBN
3-378-01069-X
Thomas Kramer (ed.): Reclam's Lexicon of German Film , Philipp Reclam Jr., Stuttgart 1995,
ISBN 3-15-010410-6
Karlheinz Wendtland: Beloved Cinematographer. Born in 1937 and 1938 , Medium Film
Publishing, Berlin 1986, 2nd edition 1988, ISBN 3-926945-02-8
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