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Movie

original title Diesel

production
country

Germany

original language German

Publishing year 1942

length 109 (1942) 86 (FSK version)
minutes

age rating FSK 12

Rod

directing Gerhard Lamprecht

script Frank Thieß
Gerhard Lamprecht
Richard Riedel
based on Eugen Diesel's biography

Diesel: Man, The Work, The Destiny
(1937)

production Richard Riedel (manufacturing
group leader) for UFA , Berlin

Music Hans Otto Borgmann

camera George Krause

cut Wolfgang Wehrum

occupation

Willy Birgel : Rudolf Diesel
Hilde Weissner : Martha Diesel, his wife
Paul Wegener : Director Buz
Joseph Sieber : Martin
Arthur Schroeder : Lucien Vogel
Erich Ponto : Theodor Diesel
Hilde von Stolz : wife of Lorrenz

Diesel (1942)

Diesel is a 1942 German biopic film directed
by Gerhard Lamprecht and starring Willy
Birgel in the title role .
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1870. Twelve-year-old Rudolf Diesel is sent to
Germany by his father, who lives in Paris,
because his father cannot afford a good school
education in France. Rudolf's uncle, the
teacher Prof. Barnickel, makes sure that the
boy, who is as bright as he is technically gifted,
can study at home.

19 years later, the young engineer Diesel wants
to present his recently designed ammonia
engine at the world exhibition , but realizes at
the last moment that it is a horribly flawed
design. Deeply disappointed by his own
inability, Diesel decides to retire from research
and invention and instead accepts the position
of general agent for the ice machine
manufacturer Linde. Even Rudolf's wife
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Hubert von Meyerinck : Lord von Lorrenz
Werner Pledath : Professor Linde
Herbert Gernot : Krumper
Walter Janssen : Professor Barnickel
Hildegard Grethe : Mrs. Barnickel
Karl-Heinz Peters : Engineer Scheuermann
Heinrich Marlow : Prof. Lüders
Otto Henning : Director Gilhausen
Heinrich Troxboemker : Krupp
Albert Florath : doctor
Paul Westermeier : master butcher
Michael Braun : Rudolf Diesel as a boy
Ellen Krug : Mother Diesel
Karl Hannemann : Lechner, foreman at Buz
Hadrian Maria Netto : Factory owner Kaspar
Hermann Pfeiffer : coffee house waiter
Gerhard Dammann : first furniture mover
Gustav Püttjer : second mover
Hans Schulz : great worker
Heinz Evelt : small worker
Babsi Schultz-Reckewell : Luise Barnickel
Sigrid Becker : Maid at Barnickels
Kurt Mikulski : Worker in the master butcher's
cold room
Alfred Karen : officer in Krupp's antechamber
Angelo Ferrari : first visitor to Krupp's
antechamber
Robert Forsch : second visitor in Krupp's
antechamber
Karl Platen : clerk at Krupp
Josef Dahmen : first machinist at Buz
Hellmuth Passarge : second machinist at Buz
Rudolf Vones : third machinist at Buz
Viggo Larsen : a professor
Klaus Pohl : clerk at Buz
Franz Zimmermann : officer, guest at reception
Olga Limburg : guest at the reception
Franz Weber : Guest at the reception

Martha and his friend Lucien Vogel from
Alsace couldn't stop him from making this
decision.

The following years mean a life of prosperity
for the financially secure Rudolf Diesel and his
family – Martha bore him three children.
However, his travels through Germany also
make him realize that the world is waiting for
an important invention: the engine that is not
powered by open fire and steam. The inventive
spirit overwhelms him, whereupon Diesel quits
his secure job and withdraws to his workshop
to tinker. His exploratory satisfaction comes
with severe constraints on the family, who are
now forced to part with the spacious home and
look for much more modest accommodation.
Diesel soon achieves a breakthrough. In the
director of the Augsburg machine factory,
Heinrich von Buz, the tinkerer finds a
benevolent supporter. But Buz demands that
he bring the head of the Krupp works in Essen
on board for financial participation.

Krupp is willing to finance the diesel engine,
and so engine production begins in
AugsburgFactory halls of the company Buz.
After many setbacks, Diesel, with the support
of the company owner, who firmly believes in
Diesel's invention, is able to present the first
usable diesel engine after three and a half
years. Its inventor became famous overnight,
and soon a factory was set up in Augsburg that
solely manufactured Rudolf Diesel's engines.
But the greed for profit of its managing
directors soon leads to a significant loss of
quality. At the end of this development there is
company bankruptcy. To make matters worse,
the engineer Scheuermann also disputed his
patent. Diesel then suffers a nervous
breakdown, but is able to win the subsequent
trial before the patent court. From then on, his
invention triumphed all over the world, and his
robust engines were built into vehicles like
machines.
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Leo Peukert : old tugboat captain
Franz Arzdorf : Leader in the machine pavilion
Eduard Wenck : Ship's stoker
Eduard Bornträger : member of the Krupp
management
Louis Ralph : member of the Krupp
management
Roma Bahn : Sailing ship passenger
Karl Etlinger : her companion
Ilse Stobrawa : Ms. Martin
Hans Baumann : young clerk
Ilse Buhl : Paulette, a Paris milliner
Carlotta Delmonte : sanatorium nurse
Gerdi Gerdt : Diesel's maid
Friedel Müller : housemaid Änne
Bruno Peschel : worker at Buz who was nearly
hit by a butt
Klaus Seiwert : exhibition visitors
Bruno Voelcker : Member of the Board

and a number of minor actors.

Filming on Diesel began on February 9, 1942
and did not end until September of the same
year. The film was shot in the Hostiwar studios
in Prague , in the Carl Froelich sound film
studio in Berlin and in Ufastadt in Babelsberg .
The film passed censorship on October 16,
1942 and was released for minors. The
premiere of Diesel took place on November 13,
1942 in Augsburg. In Berlin, the film only had
its premiere on February 9, 1943 in two
theaters.

The production costs amounted to RM
2,349,000 . This made Diesel quite an
expensive film. By April 1943, however, the
film had already grossed 1,941,000 RM. [1]

The film is based on a 1937 biography of the
writer Eugen Diesel , a son of Rudolf Diesel.

Co-author and production group leader
Richard Riedel also took over the production
management. Erich Kettelhut designed the
film structures, Bruno Suckau provided the
sound.

The very extensive cast has some special
features.

Twelve-year-old Michael Braun , son of the film director Harald Braun , made his debut as an
actor in front of the camera here. He embodied the young Diesel. Braun would never return to the
camera, instead he made a name for himself as a television director in the 1960s.
For veteran cinema pioneer Viggo Larsen, Diesel was the farewell performance.
Gerhard Lamprecht, who had been working as a silent film director since 1921, made it possible
for a number of silent film actors, who he had known since his early years and who had once
been veritable stars, to make small late appearances, including Leo Peukert and Louis Ralph .
Like Larsen, both had been filming intensively before the First World War.

The film stands in the tradition of various other major productions of the Third Reich , which were
intended to pay homage to larger-than-life personalities from German and Central European history
from politics, art and science, especially between 1939 and 1943. These include Robert Koch, the
Fighter of Death , Friedrich Schiller – The Triumph of a Genius , Bismarck , The Great King , Ohm
Krüger , Rembrandt , Andreas Schlueter and Paracelsus . The intention behind these film
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biographies , which are usually very expensive and elaborately produced and have top-class castwas
consistently a political one: an analogy had to be drawn with Adolf Hitler and his “genius” as claimed
by Nazi propaganda.

The film received several awards in 1942:

Politically and artistically valuable
Popular value
youth value

Boguslaw Drewniaks The German Film 1938-1945, A general overview. Düsseldorf 1987, p. 301,
wrote: “According to official news, Eugen Diesel worked on the screenplay in a stimulating way. For
the client, however, a biographical film was not the 'artistic' end goal, because they only wanted to
show what was desired. The plot didn't extend to the inventor's tragic end. (...) The subject of the film
had a photographic plus compared to the other biographical productions: the technology - with
motors, machines, workshops and equipment - was the grateful object of the camera. In this way, the
creative process of the great inventor seemed more convincing. The press reported a lot about the
work on the film, calling Rudolf Diesel a 'man of fanatical toughness', for some critics Diesel was the
'Bismarck of the German machine industry'." [2 ]

The Swiss film consultant found: “We unhesitatingly place the new German inventor biography at the
top of the cinematic life pictures. While it lacks the ostentation of the Schlueter strip, it definitely
comes across as warmer and more immediate. It lacks the high-contrast light-shadow effect of the
Rembrandt film, but it is precisely in its sympathetic restraint and unobtrusiveness that it is deeper
and more real. (...) Dignified performance art - especially by Willy Birgel in the leading role, Hilde
Weißner as his wife and Paul Wegener as the machine factory owner Buz - impeccable camera work,
well-coordinated, tonal accompaniment and sensitive direction allowed a film to emerge that was
extremely human- warm tones, unobtrusive but haunting, brings us closer to this destiny.”[3]

The Lexikon des Internationales Films came to the following verdict: "Melodramatically edited, the
star-studded wartime film from the UFA cinema portrays its hero as an almost superhuman figure
who constantly mobilizes new energies in order to realize an idea." [4 ]

List of German feature films premiered in the German Reich during the Nazi era

1. Ulrich J. Klaus: German sound films, 12th year 1942/43, Berlin 2001, p. 27 f.
2. The German Film 1938-1945 , p. 385.
3. The Film Advisor. Lucerne, No. 16 from December 1942
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4. Diesel. (https://www.filmdienst.de/film/details/23130)In: Lexicon of international film . Filmdienst ,
retrieved April 24, 2014 .

Diesel (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0034653) at theInternet MovieDatabase
Diesel (https://www.filmportal.de/09f5c3d785cd44d9aff08a39a6dceae3) at filmportal.de
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