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Movie

original title Napoleon is to blame for
everything

production
country

Germany

original language German

Publishing year 1938

length 93 minutes

age rating FSK 12

Rod

directing Curt Goetz

script Curt Goetz,  
Karl Peter Gilman

production Tobis-Filmkunst GmbH Berlin,  
Gerhard Staab

music Franz Grothe

camera Friedl Behn-Grund

cut Rene Metain

occupation

Curt Goetz : Lord Arthur Cavershoot
Valérie von Martens : Lady Josephine
Cavershoot
Paul Henckels : Lord Cunningham
Else von Moellendorff : Madeleine, called
Pünktchen
Kirsten Heiberg : Fifi
Max Gulstorff : Prof. Meunier
Willi Schur Servant Rustam
Leopold of Ledebur : Butler William
Maria Krahn : Madge
Hans Mierendorff : Revue author

Napoleon is to blame for everything
It's All Napoleon's Blame was playwright,
actor, and director Curt Goetz 's first talkie . He
wrote the screenplay together with Karl Peter
Gillmann and staged the socially critical satire
with himself and his wife Valérie von Martens
in the leading roles. It was filmed from June 1
to July 1938 [1] . The premiere took place on
November 29, 1938 in the Gloria-Palast in
Berlin .
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Lord Arthur Cavershoot dedicated his life to
the study of Napoléon Bonaparte . Last but not
least, he neglects his wife, who bears the
appropriate name Josephine .

When Cavershoot travels to Paris for a
congress of Napoleon researchers, he meets
the young dancer Madeleine. Through a series
of unfortunate circumstances, a photo of the
two appeared in the Daily Mail with the
caption 'Lord Cavershoot showing his lovely
daughter Parisian nightlife'. In order to avoid
the wrath of his wife and to avoid the suspicion
of an infidelity, Cavershoot introduces the
young woman to England as an illegitimate
daughter.
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Rudolf Schündler : radio reporter
Edward von Winterstein : Mr. Harrison
Jack Trevor : Minister
Olga Limburg : Madame Prunelle
Werner Schott : Congress participants
Otto Stoeckel : Congress participants
Hermann Pfeiffer : Revue Napoleon
Karl Platen : clerk at the Paris theater
Horst Birr : Young reporter in Paris
Walter Gross : Guide in the bus

But contrary to what was expected, Lady
Cavershoot takes Madeleine in warmly, which
Cavershoot doesn't like at all. In the end,
however, the great Napoleon researcher
experiences his personal Waterloo and travels
to Paris with Josephine in order to actually
adopt Madeleine as a daughter.

It's all Napoleon's fault is a comedy that builds
primarily on dialogue wit. On the anniversary
of the Battle of Waterloo, when Cavershoot is
awakened by a servant with pistol shots to
authentically experience the day, he looks more like a Napoleon fanatic than an explorer. He also
passionately engages in conversations with like-minded people, whether Napoleon's words Voilà, un
homme! , which he is said to have said to Goethe, with the emphasis Voilà, a man! or Voilà, man! to
be translated, until Napoleon appears to him in a dream and when he sees him only Voilà, a pig!
judges.

The National Socialist leadership saw Goetz's satire less positively. Joseph Goebbels was bothered by
the punchlines at the expense of the Germans and the socially critical depiction of militarism. When
Goetz and his wife emigrated first to Switzerland and then to California in 1939 , the film was banned
at Goebbels' behest.

The Lexikon des Internationales Films verdict: "Social comedy by Curt Goetz, which glosses over
human weaknesses with good-natured mockery, speed and temperament." [2]

Thomas Kramer writes in Reclam 's Lexikon des Deutschen Films (1995): "Ironic broadsides
against the British 'way of life' were combined with a clear demonstration of sympathy for English
fairness and individualism. Openly anti-militarist accents were reason enough for the Nazi
authorities to give the film a negative reception, whereupon Goetz and his wife Valérie von
Martens accepted an offer from Hollywood and emigrated to the USA.”

The Film Review Board awarded the production the title artistically valuable .

List of German feature films premiered in the German Reich during the Nazi era

Curt Goetz : Napoleon is to blame for everything. A comedy film . (Unabridged edition in the text.)
Deutscher Taschenbuch-Verlag (dtv), Munich 1970, 110 p.
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It's Napoleon's fault (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0206969/) atthe Internet Movie Database
Napoleon is to blame for everything (https://www.filmportal.de/48e81ed11988490a8e1e72159b4d
28c7) at filmportal.de
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